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My Tryst with China: ‘Our’ Footprints on the Sands of Time, an
autobiography by Professor B R Deepak and its Chinese
version {HEIEZ) released in China

My Tryst With China: ‘Our’ Footprints on the Sands
of Time, an autobiography by Professor B R Deepak
and its Chinese version {HE%E%) was released
in China at the headquarters of the China
Publishing Group on 22 August 2016. The Hindi
version will be published in India soon.

Professor B R Deepak at the release ceremony

The book is the part of ‘Belt and Road’ initiative
propounded by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013.
It was during one of the conferences on ‘Belt and
Road’ by the China Publishing Group (CPG), one of
the largest conglomerates of publishers in China
having over 40 publishing giants including Zhonghua
Shuju, Commercial Press, People’s Publishing House
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etc. leading publishers that the idea of ‘Belt and Road
Series’ originated. China believes many people from
‘Belt and Road’ countries have profound exchanges and
sentiments with China, thus an attempt to interpret
vividly and realistically the stories and emotions of
these people towards China from a different angle and
dimension. The CPG selected 20 influential China
experts from Belt and Road countries and signed
agreements with them. The task was handed down to
China Translation Publishing House (CTPH) and
Professor Deepak’s Tryst with China was first book of
the series released on 22" August 2016 at the CPG
headquarters in the glare of media and presence 19
awardees of this year’s Special Book Prize of China of
which Prof. Deepak himself has been a recipient of in
2011. Besides, the Chairman of the CPG, Mr. Tan Yue
and 50 other dignitaries from all walks of life graced
the occasion.

Both the versions of the book on display

According to Professor Deepak the book is just not
about his personal tryst, but more importantly, it traces
all those footprints that vehemently advocated opening
of the channels of communion and communications
between India and China in the civilizational history of
these two countries.
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‘Our’ in the title include all those scholar monks on both
sides of the Himalayas during the height of the Buddhist
glory and beyond; people like Ji Xianlin, Wu Xiaoling, Jin
Kemu, Liu Anwu, Jin Dinghan, Huang Xinchuang, Lin
Chengjie, Geng Yinzeng, Xue Kegiao, Wang Shuying, Yu
Longyu, Jiang Jingkui etc. scholars on the Chinese side, and
Tagore, Kotnis, P. C Bagchi, Tan Yunshan, Tan Chung, H.
P Ray, Yap Rahman, Tansen Sen, Madhvi Thampi and
many more on the Indian side who not only have kept the
lamp of civilizational dialogue alight but have also kindled
the light of reason for such a dialogue in the times of war,
barbarity and geopolitics in the hearts and minds of many
people on both the sides.

Faculty Focus

Participation in Seminars

Professor B R Deepak participated and
presented papers at three international
Conferences in China

In July-August, Professor B R Deepak attended and
presented papers at three international seminars in
China. The first one on 5 July 2016 was on translating the
Analects of Confucius at a workshop on translation of
classical and contemporary works organised by Peking
University in the Friendship Hotel.

Professor Deepak with Prof. Xue Kegiao and Prof. Jiang Jingkui

Second was at the sidelines of the Forum on Asian
Civilizations between 8-11 July where Professor Deepak
spoke on Building Tran-Himalayan Cultural, Economic
and Security Community: Opportunities and Challenges.
He also chaired a session of the panel 4 of the Forum.
The session touched upon Chinese world order.

Third was on translation of Chinese Classics in India at
the Sino-foreign literature translation workshop during
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the sidelines of Special Book Prize of China on 23 August
2016.

Professor B R Deepak at the Forum on Asian Civilizations

At Sino-foreign literature translation workshop
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Professor B R Deepak delivered a Special
Lecture on ‘China and the South China Sea’
at India International Centre on 9 August
2016

Professor B R Deepak with fellow panelists Admiral Murugan, Amb.
Ashok Kanta, Amb.Rangachari and MP Tarun Vijay at India International
Centre

CCSEAS and media
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South China Sea Arbitration: Evolving
geopolitical battle lines between China and
the US

http://www.southasiaanalysis.org/node/2026

Guest Column by Prof. B. R. Deepak

Well over three years since the Philippines initiated
arbitration proceedings as regards its maritime
jurisdiction in the South China Sea (SCS), The Hague
based Permanent Court of Arbitration announced the
award of the arbitration on 12 July 2016.

As expected the Tribunal rejected China’s claims as
regards its historic rights in the SCS, the status of
features in the SCS and the entitlements to maritime
areas, and the lawfulness of the Chinese activities in the
SCS. In essence it upheld Philippines sovereign rights
with respect to sea areas in its exclusive economic zone
and continental shelf. The Tribunal also considered that
recent large scale land reclamation and construction of
artificial islands by China at seven features in the Spratly
Islands since the commencement of the arbitration had
aggravated the dispute between the parties.

China has denounced the award as a farce and a trash of
paper. The commentators in China agree that the verdict
is a huge problem for China, for it is the manifestation of
an evolving geopolitical scenario. They see it as a
contradiction and conflict between an emerging and an
established power. The question they are asking
themselves is whether China is prepared to such battle
lines or not. Zheng Yongnian, a security analyst believes
that the Award could be considered as a watershed in
the global geopolitical transition. Rather than viewing
this a conflict between the Philippines and China, they
have increasingly regarded it as a contest between China
and the US which China has accused of deploying
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250,000 troops, 5 aircraft careers, 250 naval vessels and
more than 1,500 military aircrafts in the Asia-Pacific
with an aim to contain China.

China’s knows irrespective of this massive force, the US
is not entitled to implement the verdict of the arbitration;
therefore, the best possible way for China is to
accommodate Philippine fishermen in the vicinity of
Huangyang Island. Secondly, China may initiate
negotiations with ASEAN countries on fishery industry in
the SCS etc. measures which will cool down the conflict
to certain extent. If the countries like Philippines and
Vietham do not agree for bilateral negotiations and
consultations, China must slap punitive economic
sanctions on such countries as the US did to Cuba for
over half a century. Secondly, China can turn SCS as a
piece of burden on the SCS chessboard which is
beneficial for China competition with the US, assert the
analysts.

China believes that SCS crisis is not as serious as the
deployment of THAAD in the Korean peninsula. The trial
is similar to Russia deploying missiles in Cuba in 1962.
Other crisis such as Chinese and Japanese fighter jets
flying dangerously close over Senkaku/Diaoyu lIsland,
Taiwan firing a missile towards China, and now they
contemplating making Itu Aba Island/ Taipingdao
accessible to the US army are all the crisis of US making
to divert China’s attention away from the THAAD.

How China should be responding to the deployment of
THAAD, the Chinese analysts feel that China must slap
hard hitting economic sanctions on South Korea, at least
with those provinces in South Korea where missiles
would be deployed. Meanwhile, Chin must stop Taiwan
from inviting the US military ships visiting Itu Aba. China
must respond to such crises simultaneously, for if China
doesn’'t respond to TDAAD deployment appropriately,
South Korea will think that China has no problem with it,
it is in this context that China must slap fatal economic
sanctions on South Korea in shortest possible time. As
regards the Ita Abu, China must draw a red line as soon
as possible. If this line is crossed, there should be no
hesitation in taking over the island by force. China must
have a plan and the plan must be made public so that
people know about China’s bottom line.

Therefore, the verdict of the arbitration does not mean
that it is all over now, contrarily it is the beginning of the
contest between major powers. China has a habit of
acting slow feels the experts. For example, imagine the
outcome, had China acted in the SCS five-six years back.
Therefore, China lacks predictive policy research. It is
the time that China made its forays into to similar
research conducted by the US.

It appears that China is prepared to a protracted contest
with the US on a whole range of issues. However, it
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believes that its rise will not necessarily be a bloody one
as there are instances when the transition has been
peaceful. Secondly, China is aware of asymmetries in its
power projection vis-a-vis the US, therefore, rules out a
major conflict with the US. At the same time, it will not be
shy of using force if it has got to defend the one China
policy; as regards SCS it appears that China is willing to
negotiate the common exploration and development of
the SCS minus sovereignty.
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