Centre for West Asian Studies
School of international Studies
PhD Programme

Course Number: WAG27N

Course Title: Government and Politics in the Fertile Crescent Countries
Course Teacher: Bansidhar Pradhan

Credits: Two

Instruction Method: Lectures/Seminars/Tutorials

Course Duration: One Semester (Winter Semester)

Contact Hours: Two Per Week

Evaluation Method: Sessional Work and Semester Examination

Objective: The Fertile Crescent constitutes an important sub-region in West Asia and
comprises Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Jordan ,the Occupied Palestinian territories of West Bank
and Gaza Strip, and Israel. Developments within this sub-region have not only shaped West
Asian politics but also acted as catalyst in the involvement of major powers. The Fertile
Crescent was the seat of two great empires in the Arab-Islamic history: the Umayyads and the
Abbasids. It also formed the nucleus of Arab nationalism. The consequences of the division
of this sub-region into small states by imperial powers have been profound with which the
area is still grappling with in terms of perennial turmoil, prolonged inter-state conflicts,
authoritarian state structures, lack of effective political participation, etc., On the one hand,
the artificial imperial constructs have sustained the bilateral disputes at the local levels. On
the other hand, these bilateral disputes have escalated into such a level that they have been
determining the parameters of regional politics and setting the regional agenda. Such
situations, ironically, have been used as pretext by outside powers to intervene in the region’s
affairs, having ramifications for the internal order itself. Further, the very process of state
formation in the Fertile Crescent has resulted in a diversity of political systems and
structures having a bearing on the governments and politics of the sub-region. Furthermore,
one is witnessing perhaps the longest and most powerful nationalist struggle, the Palestinian
struggle, having far reaching implications for peace and stability in West Asia. The course
aims at exposing the students to these complex political dynamics in the Fertile Crescent
revolving around the role of outside powers, ethnicity, religion, sectarianism, nationalism,
ideological struggle, powerful and dominant personalities, etc.

Learning Outcome: After completing the Course, students would be equipped with the
essential analytical tools to critically comprehend the complex dynamics of Government and
Politics in the Fertile Crescent Region, both from conceptual as well as empirical angles.
Such skills would enable them to enhance their domain expertise and motivate them to
undertake cutting edge/innovative research.

Course Content
1. Situating Fertile Crescent in the West Asian Region:



Imagining the Sub-Region
Land and People
Ethno-Religious Diversity
Fertile Crescent Before Islam
Arab-Islamic Identity
Strategic Importance
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2. Pre-Independent Political History: The Umayyad Rule. The Abbasid Empire. Ottoman
State Structure and Policies. Arab Nationalism and the Revolt. Zionism. Fertile Crescent
Under Mandate.

3. Process of State Formation :Nationalist/Anti-Imperialist Struggles. Role of Imperial
Powers. Artificial Creation of Small States and the Border Issue. Search for National Identity
and Political Stability.

4. Post-Independent Political Evolution and Ideologies: Constitutional Evolution.
Monarchy. Republicanism. Baathism. Ideological Struggle. Consociational Democracy.
Parliamentary Democracy.

5. Political Structures and Processes : Post Independent Political Developments. Political
Institutions.Authoritarian State Structures and Security Apparatus. Role of Military. Role of
Minorities and Tribes. Political Actors and Political Participation.

6. Nationalist Movement:Palestinian Struggle for Statehood; Political Dynamics of a
National Liberation Movement.

7. Contemporary Issues Confronting the Fertile Crescent:

The declining importance of the Palestine Question in Internal Politics. Popular Uprisings in
the Arab World and Regime response.
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