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Course Objective:

Foreign Policy Analysis (FPA) is a sub-field of International Relations (IR) discipline. It is a
multilevel analysis of external behaviour of states by linking international and regional systemic
factors to their domestic state-structure and perceptual orientation of the decision-makers. Based
on this conceptual framework, the Course will provide students with theoretical grounding to
analyse continuity and change in the foreign policy of Turkey since its emergence as a modern
Republic from the ruins of the Ottoman Empire in 1923.

Learning Outcomes

The Course seeks to encourage students to undertake theory-oriented research to explain rather
than understand why a country behaves the way as it does. The analytical skills acquired by
students will not only motivate them to pursue innovative domain-specific research but also
enable them to opt for career in the foreign policy establishment, research institutes, think-tanks
and media outlets.

Course Content

Unit I: Foreign Policy Analysis (FPA)

Theoretical Perspectives: Realist, Neo-classical realist and Innenpolitikers

Operational Environment: international and regional setting; domestic state-structure; power
resources; role of media, interest groups and civil society

Decisonal Unit: decision-making structure & process; perceptual orientation of the decision-
makers

Unit I1: Determinants of Turkish Foreign Policy

Geographical location; Population & Ethnic Composition; Collapse of Ottoman Empire &
Emergence of Secular Kemalist Republic; Evolution of Turkish Polity; Military in Politics;



Etatism to Free-market Economy; Kurdish ethno-nationalism; Islamic Revivalism & Rise of the
Justice & Development Party (AKP).

Unit 111 Neutrality to Alliance: Foreign Policy Shift in Post-War 11 Period

Tenets of Kemalist Foreign Policy; Inter-War Years: Non-involvement in European affairs,
Turco-Soviet Friendship Treaty of March 1921, Turco-Greek Rapprochement of 1930, Monteux
Convention of 1936; Cold War in the Near East: Soviet Pressure for joint Control of Bosporus
and Dardanelles and territorial claims; Western Alignment: Entry into the European Council &
NATO; Baghdad Pact & CENTO; Americanisation of Turkey’s Foreign Policy; Ramifications of
Cuban Missile Crisis & Cyprus Conflict; Turco-Greek Dispute over the Aegean Sea; Turkish
intervention in Cyprus & American Arms Embargo in 1974; Rise of anti-Americanism &
Beginning of a Multi-faced Foreign Policy

Unit 1V: Bridging Role: Second Cold War Phase

Collapse of East-West Détente; Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan; 1979 Iranian Revolution & Iran-
Irag War; Arc of Crisis & Onset of New Cold War; Turkey’s strategic saliency as West’s
Frontline State; End of Embargo & Resumption of American Military Assistance; 1980 Coup in
Turkey; Kurdish Insurgency; Rise of Centre-Right Motherland Party under Turgut Ozal;
National Role Conception as a Geo-Political Bridge between East & West; Economic
Liberalisation & Diversification of External Relations; Rapprochement with Greece; Upgrading
of Diplomatic Relations with Israel; Improvement in Bilateral Relations with Soviet Union &
India; Trade Diversion to West Asia; Policy of Non-Interference & Neutrality in the Intra-West —
Asian Affairs.

Unit V: Multi-Regional Power Role: Post-Cold War Era

End of Col War Rivalry & Disintegration of former Communist Super-Power; Disappearance of
Soviet Threat & Strategic Space for Turkey’s Regional Power Role; Turkey during the 1990-91
Gulf Crisis; Turkey-lsraeli Axis & Active Engagement in West Asia; Efforts to fill Power
Vacuum in the Post-Soviet Central Asia & Caucasus; Bilateral Tensions with Greece in Eastern
Mediterranean; Balkan Conflict; Issue of EU Membership & Cyprus; Islamic Turn/Thrust in
Foreign Policy under RecepTayyip Erdogan’s AKP; Strategic Depth & Neo-Ottoman Space;
From Zero-Problems with Neighbours to Zero Friends in Post-Arab Spring West Asia; Strained
Relations with India; Growing Foreign Policy Ambitions & Limitations
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