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Course Objectives: The course aims at developing an in-depth understanding of the domestic
political structures, processes and policies in the six GCC Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC)states. It would also enable the students to have a comparative analysis of the
development of political institutions, processes as well as people’s civil and political
participation in the GCC states. It attempts a serious inquiry into the contemporary domestic
politics across the GCC states conditioned by the socio-economic determinants. Moreover, the
meta-cognitive method would help the students critically understand and analyse these
systems.

Learning Outcomes: The Course seeks to achieve the following learning outcomes: to
develop research skills in the learners to undertake rigorous and cutting-edge research in
domain-specific or related ones; encourage analytical and critical thinking among the learners
to expand their depth in the field; and to broaden the learners' scope of knowledge and open up
new avenues for innovative research.

Evaluation Methods: Sessional Work and Semester Examination

Course Content
1. Introduction
e Evolution of GCC States
¢ Role of Britain and the Oil Factor
e Tribalism and Islam
e Formation of GCC

I1. Political Institutions
e Monarchies and successions
e Legislatures, Executives and Judiciaries
e Provinces, Governates and Emirates
e Municipal Councils

I11. Political Processes
o Pillars of Legitimacy and Arab Social contract



e Political Mobilisation and Ideological Discourses
e Political Participation, Civil and Political Rights
e Arab Spring, New Media and Democratisation

IV. Politics of Marginalisation
e Sectarian and Minority Issues
e Stateless Citizens
e Gender Issues

V. Emerging Challenges
e Political and Security Challenges
¢ Role of Non-State Actors
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