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Course Obijectives: This course will provide a sound basis for understanding of the history and
development of Area Studies, the Gulf in general and Saudi Arabia in particular. Saudi Arabia being
an important member of the GCC and an important regional actor, the course will be crucial for the
students to understand its geopolitical significance. With the discovery and production of the Gulf
oil, there has been a change in the dynamics of the region that led to tremendous development of the
country in specific, also giving it a greater leverage. As a learning outcome, the course will help
students understand and build their analysis towards the rise and growth of Saudi Arabia and its
regional and global engagement.

Learning Outcomes: The course seeks to achieve the following learning outcomes: to develop
research skills in the learners to undertake rigorous and cutting-edge research in domain-specific or
related ones; encourage analytical and critical thinking among the learners to expand their depth in
the field; and to broaden the learners' scope of knowledge and open up new avenues for innovative
research.

Evaluation Methods: Assignments and End Semester Examination
Course Content

1. An Overview of Saudi Arabia
e Profile: Geography / Demography
e Process of Saudi State Formation

2. Political System and Institutions
e Al-Saud, and Tribes
e Majlis, Basic Laws, & Petitions
e Determinants of Saudi Foreign Policy

3. Role of Religion in Saudi Society
e \Wahhabism and the Role of Ulema

4. Economic Bases of Regime Legitimacy

Rentierism

Economic Diversification and Vision 2030

Arab Uprising and Economic Implications

Instrument of Foreign Policy (aid, security, regional dependencies, trade, etc.)

5. Regional and Foreign Linkages
e Look East Policy

e Regional policy and Sectarianism



e Relations with the US, shale, and OPEC Plus
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