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Course Objectives: West Asian political systems are characterized by a mixture of different
forms of political systems, i.e., monarchical, democratic, military, Islamic, and consociational.
The syllabus to study these systems has been structured in such a way that the students would
be exposed to the finer details of relevant political systems operating in different countries of
West Asia. The course has been embedded in a theoretical framework grounded on case studies
to enable the students to have a conceptual understanding of such political systems.

Learning Outcomes: Course seeks to achieve the following learning outcomes: to develop
research skills in the learners to undertake rigorous and cutting-edge research in domain-
specific or related ones; encourage analytical and critical thinking among the learners to expand
their depth in the field; and to broaden the learners' scope of knowledge and open up new
avenues for innovative research.

Evaluation Methods: Sessional Work and Semester Examination

Course Content
I.  State Formation in West Asia: Theoretical Perspectives

Il.  Concepts: Political System, Political Culture, Political Development, Ideology and
Legitimacy

[1l.  Monarchy and Politics: Case Studies: Saudi Arabia and Jordan
IV.  Democracy and Politics: Case Studies: Turkey and Israel

V. Religion and Politics: Case Study: Iran



VI.  Military in Politics: Case Studies: Egypt and Syria

VII.  Consociational Politics: Case Study: Lebanon
VIIl.  Democratisation in West Asia: Prospects and Constraints
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