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Minorities in World Affairs (IS587N) is an optional course offered in MA (PISM) of the
School of International Studies. The course is also available to all Masters’ students of the
university. With the West Asia and North Africa as the prime focal point, the course looks
at the ethnic, religious, national, sectarian and linguistic minorities of the Arab and non-
Arab countries. It seeks to understand the origin, evolution and development of the
minorities, their social, political and legal status and their challenges in modern states.
Besides classroom lectures and interactions, the course includes outreach activities with
places of worship of the religious minorities present in significant numbers in the WANA
region.

Course Content

1. Introduction

e Problems of definition

e Classification of minorities: ethnic, linguistic, religious, and sectarian groups
e Evolution of Minorities in West Asia and North Africa

e Indigenous groups, Diaspora Communities and expatriate population

2. Statehood and minorities
¢ Nation building process and impact on minorities
e Political systems and minorities
¢ Religion and minorities:



e Minorities in Judaism, Christianity and Islam
e Issues of Race and ethnicity
e Armed conflicts and minorities

3. Status of minorities:

e Constitutional provisions and legal rights
e Political, religious and social freedom and challenges
e Arab Spring and minorities
e Progressive changes
a. Inclusive National Identity
b. Recognition of pluralism and diversity
c. Social reforms

4. Country-Specific Developments
e North Africa
e Fertile Crescent
o Gulf

Learning Outcome: The student critically understands the experience of minority-ness
rather than the deployment of the terminology in terms of exclusion, disempowerment with
consequent political and social outcomes.
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