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Course Objectives:

The importance of Xinjiang stems from the fact that it is the largest province of People’s
Republic of China (PRC) and one of its most important strategic frontiers, having border
with eight countries of Eurasia and South Asia. Xinjiang’s majority population comprises
Uyghur Muslims, who have been demanding an independent state out of China. Since the
establishment of PRC in 1949, the Chinese Central government has made efforts to
control this north-western borderland through assimilationist policies and stringent
measures.

This course aims at introducing to Doctoral research scholars of the Centre the strategic
importance of the Xinjiang region besides a detailed outline of history; society and
culture; and political system and Chinese policy in Xinjiang.

Learning Outcomes:

This course caters to the needs of the doctoral research scholars of the Centre to
understand the nuances of multidisciplinarity as well as interdisciplinarity of specialised
studies (Xinjiang studies) as part of International Relations and Area Studies. This will
groom the research scholars to carry out their research works in these specialised and
related studies by employing requisite research methodologies whenever and wherever
required.

Evaluation Methods:

Class Assignment (Book Review/Term Paper) & End Semester Examination
Course Content:

1. History of Xinjiang
e Chinese Version: Han Rule, Tang Period, Yuan, Manchu Qing, Chinese
Warlords; Xinjiang since 1949; Uyghur and Western version of history
2. Society and Culture in Xinjiang
e Ethnic Composition; Ethno-Religious Identity; Ethno-Nationalism and Ethno-
culturalism; Uyghur-Han Relations; Kazakh-Han Relations.
e Religious Practices in Xinjiang (Buddhism, Islam etc.); Indigenous Culture,
Customs and Traditions: Mugam, Mashrep etc.



3. Political System in Xinjiang
e Chinese Policy in Xinjiang; Military-Civilian Administration; Xinjiang
Production and Construction Corps (XPCC); Great Western Development
Programme; Belt and Road Initiative (BRI); Language and Cultural Policies;
Re-education; Religious Policy
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